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	FAST FACTS

The Open Data Unit in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform leads policy development in relation to Ireland’s Open Data initiative.   The Open Data Initiative is a key part of the Public Service’s reform activities.  It is closely aligned with the Public Service Reform Programme, the ICT Strategy, and the Civil Service Renewal Plan. It is also a core element of Ireland’s Open Government Partnership (OGP) National Action Plan and will fits well with the National Data Infrastructure Initiative.  
An overview of progress since the launch of the initiative in 2014 is as follows:
· Open Data Portal 
Ireland’s national Open Data Portal provides access to official data in open format and was ranked 1st in the European Maturity Survey for 2017.  Since its launch, the number of datasets has increased from approx. 1,200 in late 2015 to currently some 8,700 from 100 publishers. Significant enhancements have been made to the portal since its launch such as the addition of a ‘showcase’ feature, a ‘suggest a dataset’ feature and visualisations amongst others.  The third edition of the portal was launched in March 2018 with improved functionality and other features - overall it will be more user friendly, faster and more secure than the previous version.   The Open Data portal won an eGovernment Award in 2017.

· Governance Arrangements
Two key governance structures have been established:  A Public Bodies Working Group (PBWG) provides technical advice to support the Open Data Initiative. An Open Data Governance Board (ODGB) has been established to provide strategic leadership and governance in line with best international practice in the area of Open Data.
 
· Open Data Licence
A consultation document on Open Data Licences was published in February 2015. The Creative Commons Attribution licence (CC-BY) was subsequently selected as Ireland’s Open Data licence of choice.

· Technical Framework
A Technical Framework was developed by the Public Bodies Working Group to ensure that   the publication of datasets on the portal is done in a consistent, persistent and truly open way. The key components of the Technical Framework are licence, formats, metadata, standards and Unique Resource Identifiers (URIs). 

· Open Data Strategy
An Open Data Strategy for 2017-2022 was published in July 2017.  The Strategy builds on the substantial achievements made in implementing the Open Data Initiative since it was instigated in 2014 and was prepared under the leadership of the Open Data Governance Board with input from key stakeholder representatives from business, civil society groups, researchers/academia, librarians/information professionals and the Public Bodies Working Group on Open Data. 
	The Strategy was drafted on foot of a ‘Foundation Document for the development of the Public Service Open Data Strategy’ published in 2015 which was subject to a public consultation process.  A further short public consultation was also undertaken in June 2017 to provide an opportunity for everyone to reflect on our priorities for Open Data and how Open Data can be fully utilised to ensure the potential benefits are realised.  
Two core objectives of the Strategy are the publication of high value government data in open format, making it publicly available and freely reusable; and engaging with a broad community of stakeholders to promote its social and economic benefits.  The necessary actions to achieve the objectives of the Strategy are set out in an Implementation Plan which specifies the responsible body for each action and a timeframe for delivery.



· Capacity Building
· A single supplier Framework for Open Data Training has been put in place and training commenced to be rolled out by Urban Tide in September 2017. 
· A multi-supplier Framework for Open Data Technical support has been put in place to assist pubic bodies in carrying out data audits, developing open data publication plans etc.
· Outreach 
The value of Open Data ultimately lies in the use made of the data, and the promotion of use cases (examples of use) will help provide and maintain the momentum of this Initiative.  The Open Data Initiative involves significant engagement with citizens, business, researchers, and public bodies. Since the launch of the Open Data Initiative a number of outreach, dissemination and collaboration events have been arranged by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. The Open Data Engagement Fund (which provides modest grants supporting the improved availability and use of data on the national open data portal following a competitive application process) is in its 3rd year of operation and is open for proposals to the end of this month. The Open Data Strategy 2017-2022 aims to expand on this engagement via conferences, seminars, workshops, hackathons, competitions and promotion via traditional and social media. 

· National and International Engagement 
The Open Data Conference with a theme of “Harnessing Open Data” will take place on 19th November 2018. The Open Data Unit have participated in a number of national conferences (Data Summit, Public Service Innovation Conference and Predict Conference) in the very recent past as well as presenting the Irish portal as an example of advanced portals at EU level. 

· The Open Data Unit has also been building partnership working arrangements with public bodies, including the CSO and OSi to capitalise on their specific expertise to help drive progress with Open Data.

· International rating
In 2017 Ireland ranked in overall first place in terms of how European countries have developed their Open Data Maturity since 2015 (up from third place in 2018). The measurement is built on two key indicators - Open Data Readiness and Portal Maturity. Ireland’s open data portal is connected to the European Data Portal to further extend the data flow channel.   


Q&A’S

What is the value of Open Data? 
· Publication of official non-personal data in open format has the potential for significant economic, social and political impact in terms of the potential re-use in the development of new products and services, achieving efficiency gains through sharing of data inside and between public administration, and in fostering the participation of citizens in political and social life.  

· Open Data provides a unique opportunity to use and re-use public data, to create the standard infrastructure necessary which fuels economic, governmental and societal activity across many different domains.   




	



