
 

 

SIGNING OF A TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE MINISTRIES AND THE JUDO FEDERATION OF SLOVENIA  

TO ADVOCATE FOR A BROADER IMPLEMENTATION  

OF THE SLOVENIAN MODEL FOR INCLUSION IN SPORT 

 

Today, the Judo Club Sokol in Ljubljana hosted a presentation of inclusive judo, attended by 

the Minister of Education, Science and Sport, Prof. Dr. Simona Kustec, the Minister of Labour, 

Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Janez Cigler Kralj, and the President of the 

Slovenian Judo Federation, mag. Lovrencij Galuf. During the presentation of the 

implementation and progress of the work of inclusive judo, the guests signed a tripartite 

agreement between the Judo Federation of Slovenia and the two ministries, which aims at 

mutual cooperation in the field of inclusion and advocacy for wider implementation of the 

model of inclusion in sport in Slovenia. 

 

To achieve this goal, the two ministries will initiate the establishment of an inter-ministerial 

working group on the inclusion of vulnerable groups in Slovenian sport. The signatories will 

also make proposals to promote the process of inclusion of vulnerable groups in a meaningful 

and targeted way, both in the Slovenian Judo Federation and in Slovenian sport in general. In 

this way, the parties to the Agreement will help society to achieve the standards and values 

of an inclusive, intergenerationally connected society. 

 

"With this action today, we are opening the heart of our society, which must be equal for all. 

You are showing this by what you are doing, and today we, as a country, will support and help 

your efforts with our commitment. By doing so, you will have no excuses for not being the best 

in the world. Judo is a sport that is very popular and very successful in Slovenia. Slovenian judo 

players have won many medals, including 6 Olympic medals. I wish you every success and 

sporting prowess. I give you my word that our Ministry will make sure that you will have the 

best possible conditions for training and achieving the highest results." 

Minister of Education, Science and Sport, Prof. Dr. Simona Kustec 

  



 

 

"I am honoured and grateful that our Ministry often meets with the Ministry of Education, 

Science and Sport, especially in the area of inclusion of vulnerable groups in society and in 

sport. The Secretary of State and I travel around the country a lot, visiting care work centres 

and training, work and protection centres and meeting enthusiastic sportspeople. The Judo 

Federation of Slovenia, by practising inclusive judo, is an example that reflects our vision of 

inclusion in society. Therefore, it is not necessary to create special federations, but it is our duty 

to include vulnerable groups wherever possible and as far as possible in ordinary life. I am 

grateful for all your vision to do what comes naturally. You are an example to all of us through 

sport, and that is how you reach all of our hearts. Let us continue to be promoters together of 

being stronger together." 

Minister for Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Janez Cigler Kralj 

 

"This is a historic moment in the development of inclusion in Slovenian sport and recognition 

of 30 years of work in the field of inclusion in the Slovenian Judo Federation. For more than 25 

years, Slovenian judo clubs united in the Slovenian Judo Federation have been caring for 

vulnerable groups, which we have been reintegrating back into the community through the 

practice of judo, in addition to the majority of the included population of all age and social 

categories. These groups include socially disadvantaged children, blind and visually impaired 

persons, deaf and hard of hearing persons, persons with various physical disabilities, persons 

with intellectual disabilities, persons with long-term illnesses (e.g. autistic spectrum disorders), 

persons with combined disabilities, persons with mental health problems, and elderly persons. 

This agreement is the basis for a solid foundation and further systemic work. The signing of the 

agreement allows us to continue our work within a systemic framework, which is essential for 

all Slovenian sport." 

President of the Judo Federation of Slovenia, mag. Lovrencij Galuf 

 

Since 1994, the Slovenian Judo Federation has been implementing inclusive judo in some judo 

clubs around Slovenia. Our federation is currently Slovenia's leading inclusive sports 

organisation with its implemented inclusion model, working with both adapted primary 

schools and social care institutions. The project is a sports, social and, in its effects, health 

innovation in the Slovenian context. It is based on modern, widely accepted principles of social 

work, which is the primary discipline dealing with vulnerable groups. The project achieves the 

full expected effects in close cooperation with the sports profession in judo training 

programmes that take place in a normalised way, in a regular judo club. 

 



 

The long experience in the field of inclusion in judo has also shown that the path is the right 

one and that inclusion in sport and social inclusion is an appropriate and effective way to bring 

together the majority society with vulnerable populations. Today, over 150 athletes with 

diverse abilities train in inclusive judo programmes. 

 

Furthermore, an inclusive intergenerational society is also a strategic orientation and 

commitment of the Slovenian State and the EU in all areas, including sport. This is due to the 

recognition that community-based forms of care for the vulnerable and cohesion and 

intergenerational cooperation are the most cost-effective and also the most ethically 

acceptable for society. 

 

The signatories also agree that the more than successful model of inclusion in judo is certainly 

transferable to other sports, and will therefore endeavour to share the system and the 

knowledge gained over the last thirty years of work in this field with the Slovenian Olympic 

Committee and other sports federations, thus helping Slovenian sport to achieve the above-

mentioned strategic orientations and commitments. 

 

Original article: https://judoslo.si/article/2329  
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